Zoonoses, AMR, and
Z A M BI Bioinformatics Meeting

ZAMBI 2026 Attendee Feedback Summary

The Zoonoses, AMR, and Bioinformatics Meeting (ZAMBI 2026) was held from July 6-9, 2026,
at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

The meeting convened 153 attendees (Canopy: 60; CAN-AMR-Net: 32; The Canadian
Bioinformatics Hub Atlantic Node: 15; Others: 46) from across Canada, bringing together
researchers, trainees, faculty members, and professionals from diverse sectors to advance
dialogue and collaboration in One Health, antimicrobial resistance (AMR), zoonoses, and
bioinformatics.

Participants included 111 trainees, 28 faculty members including 62 Early Career Researchers,
and 14 representatives from industry, non-profit organizations, and other sectors. Reflecting
the meeting's commitment to Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (EDIA), 72 attendees
(47.1%) self-identified with one or more EDIA-related characteristics®. Following the meeting,
57 participants completed a post-event survey, offering insights into the program's strengths,
impacts, and areas for future growth.

The program combined keynote lectures, scientific presentations, poster sessions, trainee-
focused workshops, networking events, and an experiential visit to Dalhousie's Agricultural
Campus in Truro. Together, these activities created opportunities for participants to explore
current challenges and innovations in One Health, zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
and bioinformatics while building new professional connections and collaborations. Real-time Al
translation was available for all presentations and workshops through Wordly, giving attendees
the option to follow sessions in French or a range of other languages.

Key Insights

Survey responses indicate that ZAMBI 2026 successfully met its objectives of fostering
interdisciplinary learning, supporting trainee development, and strengthening collaboration
across the One Health community. Participants reported high levels of satisfaction with the
scientific program, networking opportunities, and overall meeting experience. Many
respondents indicated that the knowledge gained and connections established will have a
meaningful impact on their future research and career development.

1 The EDIA categories were selected to capture characteristics and experiences relevant to equity, diversity,
inclusion and accessibility within the program context. They included racialized/visible minorities, members of the
2SLGBTQIA+ community, religious minorities, persons with disabilities, and Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Inuit
and Métis).
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A recurring theme throughout the feedback was the value of interdisciplinary engagement.
Attendees appreciated the opportunity to learn from researchers working in different fields and
sectors, including bioinformatics, microbiology, epidemiology, environmental health,
agriculture, and social sciences. Exposure to diverse perspectives helped participants better
understand the complexity of One Health challenges and the importance of collaborative
approaches to addressing them.

Networking was consistently identified as one of the most valuable aspects of the meeting.
Participants highlighted opportunities to connect with fellow trainees, faculty, mentors, and
potential collaborators, both through formal program activities and informal discussions. The
strong trainee presence contributed to a supportive and engaging environment that encouraged
knowledge-sharing and professional growth.

The Agricultural Campus visit in Truro was frequently mentioned as a program highlight.
Participants valued the opportunity to engage in hands-on learning and observe real-world
applications of One Health principles, including agricultural practices, biosafety measures, and
disease surveillance. Beyond its educational value, the excursion also facilitated meaningful
networking and community building among attendees.

Emerging Priorities for Future Meetings

While feedback was overwhelmingly positive, respondents identified several opportunities to
further strengthen future ZAMBI meetings. Participants expressed interest in:

¢ More hands-on and skill-based training opportunities, particularly in bioinformatics,
genomics, data analysis, modelling, and outbreak investigations.

¢ Greater integration of social sciences, environmental and climate-related topics,
Indigenous perspectives, and human health research.

¢ Increased participation from policymakers, healthcare professionals, practitioners,
industry representatives, and community stakeholders.

¢ Additional training in science communication, storytelling, knowledge mobilization,
and translating research into policy and practice.

¢ Continued support for interactive networking and experiential learning activities,
including field-based opportunities similar to the Agricultural Campus visit.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

The feedback demonstrates that ZAMBI 2026 provided a highly valuable platform for knowledge
exchange, collaboration, and professional development within the One Health community.
Attendees particularly valued the meeting's multidisciplinary approach, opportunities for
networking, trainee-focused programming, and experiential learning activities.

Looking ahead, the findings suggest several priorities for future meetings: maintaining the
strong interdisciplinary foundation of the program; expanding hands-on technical and
professional development workshops; increasing representation from sectors beyond academia;
and continuing to create opportunities for meaningful interaction among trainees, researchers,
practitioners, and decision-makers. By building on these strengths, future ZAMBI meetings can
further enhance their impact and continue to serve as a leading forum for advancing
collaboration and innovation at the intersection of zoonoses, AMR, bioinformatics, and One
Health.
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Ateendee Feedback

1. Please indicate your current status.
57 Responses
Graduate student | —
Senior Faculty [N 4

Research Staff [ 3
Postdoctoral Fellow [l 3
Undergraduate student - 3
ECR Faculty [l 2
Employed outside uni [Jj 1

Other |0

@ Choice Count

2. In general, how was your overall experience with this meeting and
workshops?

57 Responses

Extremely satisfied | — 29

Somewhat satisfied |, 26
Somewhat dissatisfied [ 1

Extremely dissatisfied |0

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied | 0

@ Choice Count



3. What do you think about dedicated hours/daily schedule of the
program?

57 Responses

Too ong | — 50
Just right | — o7

Too short |0

@ Choice Count

4. In your opinion, what would be the ideal number of days for future
meetings, including trainee-specific workshops?

57 Responses

@ Choice Count

5. To what extent do you feel the program will have an impact on your
research/career/future?

57 Responses

Moderate impact | — 22
Very significant impact | — o1
Slight impact |G 13
Minimal impact [ 1
No impact |0

@ Choice Count



6. How satisfied were you with the opportunities to network/ engage with
academic partners and Pls?

57 Responses

Somewhat satisfie | — o7
Extremely satisfie |, 24

Somewhat dissatisfied [N 3
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied [l 2
Extremely dissatisfied | 0

@ Choice Count

7. How satisfied were you with the opportunities to network/ engage with
trainees?

57 Responses

Extremely satisfie |1 — 36
Somewhat satisfied | 1

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied [ 1
Somewhat dissatisfied JJj 1

Extremely dissatisfied |0

@ Choice Count

8. How satisfied were you with how EDIA (Equity, Diversity, Inclusion,
and Accessibility) principles were reflected throughout the event,
including in the content and perspectives shared?

57 Responses

Extremely satisfied | — 29
Somewhat satisfied | 19
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied [ NgNNNIGIGE 7

Somewhat dissatisfied [JJj 1

Extremely dissatisfied |0

@ Choice Count



9. What did you enjoy the most about this meeting? (e.g. sessions,
activities, networking, etc.) Please include one new thing you learned
from this program that will apply to your research/career?

networking, learning about bioinformatics

| enjoyed the interactive sessions and the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with other trainees and
researchers. One important thing | learned was the value of interdisciplinary collaboration and considering
different perspectives when addressing research questions. | will apply this by communicating more actively with
researchers from different backgrounds and incorporating their insights into my work.

Agricultural campus tour provided great on-person learning on biosafety measures needed. The keynote speaker
presentations were great.

Networking and interacting with diverse expertise, including computational and one health expertise
training sessions with canopy

Meeting mentors

Not sure

Loved the outing to the farm and dinner with the chance to interact with people
The interest in environmental AMR was under appreciated by me and great to learn

| enjoyed the networking sessions the most and getting to learn about people’s research. It was so cool to learn
from a wide variety of researchers and see how their work connects to One Health. | learned about citizen
science initiatives and will look to incorporate into my future work and/or take part as a citizen.

| enjoyed the poster session networking opportunity. | also enjoyed the data management workshop and think this
will be helpful to my career.

J’ai beaucoup apprécié certaines des conférences, particulierement celles qui intégraient les sciences sociales,
car c’est une approche qui pourrait améliorer mes propres méthodes.

Diverse group of speakers, would have loved to do the hands on activity

How trainees were empowered to take the lead and share their research. | liked the conversations around
involving the community and specifically farmers.

Quality and range of research

The quizzes!

Agricultural campus trip

The quality and breadth of the scientific program

| enjoyed the variety of panels and workshop. | really valued the workshop as a new trainee



The grouping of sessions together! It created such a good flow throughout the conference

Trip to Truro and the outbreak detection/surveillance guidelines.

11. What other topics would you like to see covered in the future
meetings and workshops?

Career options
| would like to see more topics on practical data analysis and scientific communication.

| hope the outbreak investigation workshop will still be run. | was really looking forward to that activity during the
conference and was sad when it was cancelled. More workshops like this would be enjoyable.

Bioinformatic approaches for One Health; integration of social science and molecular approaches

More epi-focused presentations. There was a lot of microbiology and bioinformatics that | couldn't follow as an epi
phd student.

Engagement of community representative
More about One Health
Could maybe have more on viruses

| wanted to see more topics from disciplines less associated with One Health like through the social sciences and
humanities. I'd also be curious to hear the perspectives of those outside research such as policymakers,
communicators, practitioners, etc.

| would like to see more topics on AMR and climate change-related disease emergence.
Plus de sciences de I'environnement/changements climatiques, plus de sciences sociales
More indigenous scholars, more human health

More on dry lab, maybe some hands on training sessions. More parallel sessions. More training on being our
work closer to policy and public/industry impact.

More technical skill-based workshops
Genomics and modelling

None, more of the same!

A dedicated host-pathogen evolution session.

Implementation Science; there was one other person there studying it. Additionally, some more people from the
healthcare sector.



Storytelling or science communication workshop

Science communications





